looking
at ourselves
and our world

Yellow Pad Sessions is proud to present
The United Nations Association Film Festival / Traveling Film Festival / Montreal

UNAFF TFF MTL 2021
A full day of feature documentaries, filmmakers, guest panelists, and you.
Be engaged and involved in discussion, debate and reflection about
critical issues facing our society and our planet on September 18th, 2021
at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts’ Cinéma du Musée.

A WORD FROM

JASMINA BOJIC
FOUNDER OF UNAFF

Conceived in 1998 at Stanford University by film critic and educator
Jasmina Bojic in conjunction with the 50th anniversary of the signing of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Association
Film Festival (UNAFF) screens documentaries by international filmmakers
dealing with topics such as human rights, the environment, women’s issues,
children, refugee protection, homelessness, racism, disease control,
universal education, war, and peace. By bringing together filmmakers,
the academic community, and the general public, UNAFF offers a unique
opportunity for creative exchange and education among groups and
individuals often separated by geography, ethnicity, and economic
constraints. For more details, please visit www.unaff.org

EMBRACING

A WORLD CAUSE
One of the components of the United Nations Association Film Festival,
held yearly in San Francisco, is the Traveling Film Festival, which
has been held around the world: New York, Washington, Monterey,
Cambridge, Belgrade, and Paris have all hosted this world-renowned
showcase for international directors that advocate the goals and
values of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as the 17
sustainable development goals outlined by the United Nations.
While often providing an early outlet for award-winning films, UNAFF
also prides itself in creating community forums with year-round programs
that encourage discovery, dialogue, and solutions across cultures, issues
and generations. The big picture is the second edition of UNAFF TFF MTL.
Welcome!

YELLOW PAD SESSIONS

OUR TWO CO-FOUNDERS
GRACE SEBEH BYRNE

PATRICK BYRNE

2020 and 2021 have been two prodigious
years marked with fear, anxiety, and change.
The world has experienced the Coronavirus,
killing over 4.38 million; economic strife; deadly
fires; racial protests; climate change; and
warring countries.These sobering events have
inevitably forced us to question our resilience,
courage, and compassion in the face of
adversity. Years from now, what will history tell
us about ourselves? What will have sustained
us in order to forge ahead with the inner
strength to overcome? Hope. Compassion.
Love. The keys to our existence, these virtues
have healed and carried us forward through
the ages. They help us keep the big picture.
Rooted in these ideals, we’ve curated a
programme that aims to inspire, give hope,
elicit compassion and show love. Our three
themes of Resilient Children, Art as a Tool for
Social Change, and Environment, Indigeneity
and the Canadian Arctic help shed positive
light on issues that touch us all in our struggles
to better understand our world. We hope
you find solace in the faces of children, in the
power of comic arts, through the journey of a
resilient artist, and in the lives of an enduring
Indigineous community. Enjoy!

Grace and I founded Yellow Pad Sessions to
use art as a means for social change. We are
passionate about creating a discussion on
important social issues and to mentor young
professionals in the arts. We hope our lineup
of films this year will create the same desire in
you to speak about the resilience of the human
spirit, to think about the beauty of diversity and
to address today’s issues. The question we
consistently ask ourselves is not what we are
taking from the world, but what we are giving
to it? We are excited to have you join us on
this adventure, and we hope it helps you think
about how you can make a difference. Thank
you for all your support and thank you for
being here today!

INTRODUCING

TODAY’S HOSTS

MAX HOLZBERG & SIAM OBREGÓN
Max Holzberg is a Montréal-based curator,
filmmaker, and cultural worker. Max has been
a member of the Yellow Pad Sessions team
since 2020. He has previously worked with
YPS as a curatorial research coordinator,
as well as programming a number of
projects and artist talks. This is his first year
as UNAFF TFF co-host. In 2020 Max obtained
his Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in Film Studies from
Concordia University’s, Mel Hoppenheim
School of Cinema and is continuing on at
Concordia to pursue his MA in Film Studies.
Max has worked closely with his UNAFF
TFF co-host Siam Obregón on a number of
curatorial projects such as FNC: Spotlight
on Concordia Fine Arts (2019), Nouveau
Cineastes, Dazibao Image (2019), and the
46th Concordia Film Festival (2018-2019).
Together Max and Siam also co-produced
a 4 part mini-series for MaTV’s My Curious
City (2018) as well as Elspeth McConnell:
An Extraordinary Legacy (2019); a film jointly
commissioned by the MUHC and Doggone
Foundation. Currently, Max is writing his
SSHRC-funded thesis “Replaying the Past:
Queer Canadian Documentary as CounterArchival Practice”; a project which examines
queer Canadian documentary film as a form
of counter-archive that questions collective
memory, identity, and nationalism.

Siam Obregón is a Mexican Independent
Filmmaker and Creative Director based in
Montreal, Quebec. In 2020, she completed
her BFA with a Specialization in Film
Production at Concordia University. As a
filmmaker, her work focuses on observation,
the intimate, and themes of cultural identity.
Much of her practice is shaped by her own
Mexican heritage as well as her personal
experience as an immigrant in Canada.
Her experience in both performing arts and
film pushes her to explore the way these two
mediums merge in interdisciplinary forms. Her
latest work, JONTAE, a hybrid experimentaldance and documentary film, won the Coup
de Coeur Award at the Festival Quartier
Danses and has been featured at multiple
festivals including Hot Docs and REGARD.

PROGRAM

WHAT’S ON AND WHEN
1:00 pm
1st Theme

Panel Guest
Feature Doc
Q&A: 		

2:45 pm
2nd Theme
Panel Guest
Feature Doc
Q&A 		

4:30 pm

Panel Guest
Feature Doc
Q&A		

7:30 pm
3rd Theme
		
Panel Guest
Feature Doc
Q&A 		

Welcome
RESILIENT CHILDREN

Betty Esperanza, Founder, Skateboards for Hope
Learning to Skateboard in a Warzone (If You’re a Girl) (40 min.)
Carol Dysinger, Director and Betty Esperanza
18-minute intermission

ART AS A TOOL FOR SOCIAL CHANGE

Rachel Thomas, Comic book artist
Drawn Together: Comics, Diversity, and Stereotypes (53 min.)
Harleen Singh, Director, and Rachel Thomas
17-minute intermission
Harry North, artist, illustrator
Serendipity (1h14)
Harry North
1h12 min. dinner break

ENVIRONMENT, INDIGENEITY,
AND THE CANADIAN ARCTIC

Maatalii Okalik, Inuit Activist
The Last Ice (1h23)
Scott Ressler, Director and Maatalii Okalik

Closing Remarks
10:00 pm Cinéma du Musée closing hours

1:00pm
UNAFF 2021 REPERTOIRE

on the theme of
RESILIENT CHILDREN
LEARNING TO SKATEBOARD IN A WARZONE (If You’re a Girl)
Country:
Director:
Language:
Running time:

Afghanistan/US
Carol Dysinger
English and Arabic w/English subtitles
40 min.

Learning to Skateboard in a War Zone (If You’re a Girl) follows a class of girls at
Skateistan, a nonprofit that began as a skate school in Kabul in 2007 and grew
into a multinational educational initiative. Skateistan focuses on recruiting girls
from impoverished neighborhoods to not only teach them to skateboard, but to
help them gain courage and life skills that will transcend skateboarding and the
classroom to help them thrive and adapt to the challenges that lie ahead. Over the
course of the school year, the girls grow and become empowered through the joy of
skateboarding and the warmth and inspiration of the women who teach them. The
film won an Oscar for ‘Best Documentary Short’ at the 92nd Academy Awards.

PANELISTS

Carol Dysinger & Betty Esperanza
Carol Dysinger: Learning To Skateboard
In A Warzone (If You’re A Girl) won both
the OSCAR for best short documentary
and the BAFTA for best short. It also won
best documentary short from IDA and at
Tribeca Film Festival 2019. Dysinger is also
known for her feature length documentary
CAMP VICTORY, AFGHANISTAN, compiled
from 300+ hours of footage gathered over
the course of three years. It premiered in
competition at SXSW 2010, and played at
the Museum of Modern Art Doc Fortnight
and the Human Rights Watch Film Festival.
Funded by Sundance Doc Fund and
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the film
later appeared on Public Television. Carol
was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship,
and is currently developing a semiautobiographical interactive piece depicting
her experience with war and completing One
Bullet, a feature length documentary film.
Betty Esperanza: Betty Esperanza’s last
name means, “hope” in Spanish. The hope
that she is bringing to thousands of street kids
in developing countries, uses an unlikely tool:
Skateboards. As a social entrepreneur, she
raises funds using a method that combines
barter and uses the leverage of various
community ventures to provide goods and
services to go directly to the communities
she’s helping. Skateboards For Hope provides

sponsorships for athletes of the First Nations
and girls who fight for their place in this sport.
During the pandemic, she started the first
Actions Sports Scholarship in Canada where
all students from high schools, colleges and
universities can apply.
It all started on a trip to Cuba, when she gave
her used skateboard to a boy. She told him
to share it with his friends, and when he told
her that he had fifteen friends, she promised
to bring them used skateboards to play with
as well. He enjoyed it immensely, and years
later, would be known as a skateboard legend
in Havana. Since that first day, Skateboards
For Hope has become the biggest recycler of
skateboards in the world.
She is part of the TED Talks brand, and a recent
Radio Canada documentary “L’Esperanza de
Cuba” tells her story in Cuba about her nonprofit, Skateboards for Hope which empowers
youth using skateboarding as a tool to break
the cycle of poverty. It brought her attention
to meet Oprah in 2013 and most recently
received the Maria Brown Humanitarian Award
for her commendable community work. Betty
has been empowering youth for over 20 years
and her purpose is to build safe and happy
environments for children.

2:45pm
UNAFF 2021 REPERTOIRE

on the theme of
ART AS A TOOL FOR SOCIAL CHANGE
DRAWN TOGETHER: Comics, Diversity, and Stereotypes
Country:
Director:
Language:
Running time:

US
Harleen Singh
English
53 min.

The documentary traces the fascinating journey of three comic creators who challenge
the notion of race, appearance, and gender stereotypes through cartoons, comics and
cosplay. It features a Sikh, a woman, and an African American who are challenging the racist
stereotyping currently endemic in America through their work. The documentary provides
the rare opportunity to explore the subjects of race, gender, and religious stereotyping
through the universally popular medium of comic books and cartoons. Drawn Together
boldly encourages viewers to unlearn stereotyping, look beyond the obvious, and confront
media prejudices—all through an uncommon and inherently engaging everyday source.

PANELISTS

Harleen Singh & Rachel Thomas
Harleen Singh: Harleen is an award-winning
documentary filmmaker committed to telling
stories that inspire viewers to look beyond
their limitations and achieve their goals. She
lives in California with her husband and two
adorable daughters. Born in Wellington and
raised in 17 cities across India and the U.S.,
Harleen’s thought-provoking films inspire
viewers to look beyond their limitations and
achieve their goals. Social issues affecting
minorities are a central theme in her work
since the beginning of her career at The
History Channel and National Geographic
Channel. Her film Drawn Together: Comics,
Diversity and Stereotypes has been
selected in 52 international film festivals
and has received 9 major awards. Harleen
holds a Masters in Strategy and an MBA from
Indian School of Business.

Rachel Thomas: Rachel is a multimedia artist
and an interdisciplinary humanities Phd
candidate that blurs the boundaries between
traditional media, technology and biofabrication. Her practice is centred around
the medicalized body with specific focus on
women’s health. Using heuristic research
strategies, she seeks to open discourses
between the objective medical gaze and the
subjective patient experience. Her current
work is a graphic novel exploring the impact
of medical and social gazes on obese women
as a means to promote accessibility of new
research outside of the academic sphere.
She currently holds a position as one of
Concordia’s 2020 Public Scholars, and holds
a SSHRC Doctoral Grant.

4:30pm
UNAFF 2021 REPERTOIRE

SERENDIPITY
Country:
Director:
Language:
Running time:

France/US
Prune Nourry, Executive Director: Angelina Jolie
English w/French subtitles
1h14

French Artist, Prune Nourry has spent her working life exploring issues around
the human body. At the tender age of 31, Prune is diagnosed with breast cancer.
She starts documenting her treatment and its effect on her own body, turning her
medical odyssey into an intimate artistic undertaking that leads her to find new
meaning in her work and its serendipitous relationship to her own survival.

PANELISTS

Harry North
Geezer Terrible of the comic strip, motto:
Y’ gotta laugh! After a late start, I first drew
for money in LookIn, a TV oriented UK comic.
On a brief trip to Paris in 1972 I came across
an album—a year’s worth of Pilote. I was
enthralled! I wrote immediately to René
Goscinny (editor in chief) who enabled me to
work for that journal. The collaboration lasted
forteen years despite my pas bon français.
Thank you René, thank you Guy Vidal.
In the meantime, via my work in Pilote and
John Putnam—thank you, too, dear departed
friend—I began drawing for Mad Magazine
in NYC for, I believe, over twenty years.
Throughout these long-term associations, I drew:
syndicated strips; TV animatics and ‘bin art’ as
well as finished illustrations for the advertising
industry; books and magazines...and so on and
so on; I’ve paddled in every pond.

But, always and above all, I endeavoured
on my own (admittedly ill-directed) projects
with the invaluable help of wonderful friends
and colleagues. I self-published a book a few
years ago: Views from the Bunker expressing
gratitude to those stalwarts. It was also an
absolutely factual autobiography. Granted
there were a few exaggerations, flights of
fancy and tweaks here and there to keep
things chugging along—must slip mention in
here, lest producer/directors are listening, that
out of perhaps six...eight...eleven (I don’t give
up easy) screenplays, one—just one—stands
head and navel above the others. I had some
professional backing for this baby, but as
others will tell you, the lotto has better odds.
Right now I work on an impenetrable ‘story’
in ark2020.net, my website. Tune in
and scratch your head.

7:30pm
UNAFF 2021 REPERTOIRE

on the theme of
ENVIRONMENT, INDIGENEITY,
AND THE CANADIAN ARCTIC
THE LAST ICE
Country:
Director:
Language:
Running time:

Canada/Denmark/Greenland/US
Scott Ressler
English and Inuktitut w/English subtitles
1h23

As the sea ice between Canada and Greenland melts, the outside world sees
unprecedented opportunity. Oil and gas deposits, faster shipping routes, tourism and
fishing all provide financial incentive to exploit the newly opened waters. But for more
than 100,000 Inuit who live in the Arctic, on and around the frozen ocean, an entire
way of life is at stake. Development here threatens to upset the balance between
their communities, land and wildlife, leaving the future of this region and their culture
increasingly uncertain. Directed by Scott Ressler and executive produced by Dr.
Enric Sala, National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence and founder of National
Geographic Pristine Seas, THE LAST ICE, tells the story of Inuit communities fighting
to protect the rapidly disappearing Arctic that has been their home for centuries.

PANELISTS

Scott Ressler & Maatalii Okalik
Scott Ressler: In Scott Ressler’s first
feature-length documentary The Last Ice,
we are introduced to two young Inuit who
are fighting for their survival in the face of
climate change. Ressler is no stranger to
environmental stories and causes, having
worked as a producer, director, cameraman
and editor for the National Geographic
Society for over a decade. He has
created multiple documentaries on ocean
conservation as a documentary producer for
Pristine Seas, a project that was launched in
2008 to explore and help save the last wild
places in the ocean.
Maatalii Okalik: Originally from Panniqtuuq
(Pangnirtung), Nunavut, Maatalii Okalik
is recognized locally and internationally
for her work as an Inuit advocate. As the
President of Canada’s National Inuit Youth
Council (2015-2017), Okalik built awareness
around the unique issues facing Inuit youth,
including high suicide rates, occupational
uncertainty, and the growing regional impact
of climate change. In this role she also
championed Inuit cultural and language

education among Inuit youth, a cause she
further promoted during her tenure at the
Pirurvik Center in Iqaluit, Nunavut. Okalik
also previously served as the Chief of
Protocol with the Department of Executive
and Intergovernmental Affairs for the
Government of Nunavut.
Maatalii’s latest project with National
Geographic includes the feature length
documentary called The Last Ice. The
film, released in October 2020, highlights
the impacts of climate change on Inuit
communities across Inuit Nunaat.
For her activism, she received the 2017
Indspire Award for Inuit Youth and the 2016
Qulliit Nunavut Status of Women Council’s
Outstanding Young Woman Award.
Okalik has a degree in Human Rights and
Political Science from Carleton University
and is currently pursuing a Master’s in
Governance and Sustainable Management
at the University of Greenland.

TAKE ACTION
There are always ways to get involved and engaged. Here are a few places you can
begin to make an impact in Montreal and beyond:
Apathy is Boring: 			
apathyisboring.com
Native Friendship Centre of Montreal Inc.: nfcm.org/en
Indspire: 				indspire.ca
Native Montreal - Montréal Autochtone: nativemontreal.com
Inuit Nunangat: 				itk.ca/about-canadian-inuit
Minority Rights International: 		
minorityrights.org/minorities/inuit
Quebec Cancer Foundation:		
fqc.qc.ca/en
Nalie Agustin: 				instagram.com/nalieagustin
Leucan Cancer Association: 		
leucan.qc.ca/en
Montreal Comic Book Club: 		
montrealcomicbookclub.com
Libraire Omnibus: 			
omnibuslib.ca
Drawn and Quarterly: 			drawnandquarterly.com
Encore Books and Records: 		
encorebooks.ca
Skateboards For Hope: 			
skateboardsforhope.com
Peace Network for Social Harmony:
thepeacenetwork.ca/2020/en/home
Annie Guglia: 				
instagram.com/nnieguglia
Afghanistan Analysts Network: 		
afghan-analysts.org/en
Land InSights: 				
nativelynx.qc.ca/en
Inuit Circumpolar Council: 		
inuitcircumpolar.com
Pikialasorsuaq: 				pikialasorsuaq.org/en

YELLOW PAD SESSIONS

THE TEAM
UNAFF TFF MTL was the initiative of one, but the accomplishment of many.
Months of meetings, brainstorming, development, and hard work went into this
single day. Here’s who gave and kept giving, of their time, dedication, and sleep.
Agathe Leroy:		
Carla Clarke:		
Ciaran Dougherty:
Grace Sebeh Byrne:
			
Jacques Daviault:		
			
Josette Gauthier:
Kai Trotz-Motayne:
Lucy McFaul:		
Max Holzberg:		
Siam Obregón:		
Paula Rueda:		
Patrick Byrne:
			
Patrick Malo:		
Rafa Aslan:
Steffie Boucher:
Theresa Passarello:

Ticketing, Registration, and YPS Web design
Photographer
Usher, Stage hand and Venue Assistant
Co-founder YPS, Executive Director UNAFF TFF MTL,
Selection Committee, President Board of Directors
Senior Creative Director and Writer,
Selection Committee, YPS Board Member
Selection Committee, YPS Board Member
Social Media Manager
Usher and PA
Host and Interviewer
Host and Interviewer
Venue and Volunteer Manager
Co-founder YPS, Selection Committee,
VP Board of Directors, Sponsorships
Technical Manager
Hospitality Coordinator
Ticketing and Registration
Selection Committee and YPS Board Member

OUR THANKS TO
ArtsVest
Baluchon
Belavista
Cinéma du Musée
Crabapple Media
Daviault Creation + Communication
La Fabrique à Contenu
Life Sport Canada
Montreal International Black Film Festival
Montreal Skeptic
Newport Restaurant Group
Rubiks
Skateboards for Hope
Talar Adams Communications
UNAFF

ABOUT YELLOW PAD SESSIONS
Yellow Pad Sessions is a nonprofit arts and culture organization
that hosts meaningful events intended to serve as forums for
social discourse, and reflection while providing professional
mentoring and guidance to young emerging cultural workers.
As an NPO, we count on the support of all stakeholders and all
who share our values, vision and goals. Please consider making
a contribution to Yellow Pad Sessions and encourage exchange,
engagement, and enlightenment. More than an organization, we
hope to be a movement with a mission destined to make an impact.
Subscribe to our newsletter at yellowpadsessions.com
Thank You !

